
ARTS 23 

1 Models of light: Sun Burst, 
Sue Lorraine 2 In preparation 

for seeing: SEM glove, 
Catherine Truman 3 Happy 

Birthday Dear King, Jess Dare. 
PHOTOGRAPHY 
GRANT HANCOCK 

Gray Street Workshop partners Catherine Truman, Jess Dare and Sue Lorraine. PHOTOGRAPH DAVE CRONIN 

Delight in the detail 
Colourful plastics, 

stainless steel and 
precious metals are 
equally important at 

Gray Street Workshop where 
contemporary jewellery and 
object making flourishes. 

The artist-run studio — 
marking its 30th anniversary 
— is home to half a dozen 
artisans at any one time, each 
crafting work for sale and 
exhibition and contributing 
towards public art projects. 

Co-founders Sue Lorraine 
and Catherine Truman believe 
their willingness to "roll with 
the needs of the time" has 
kept the workshop relevant to ' 
artists at various stages of their 
careers for three decades. 

Together with Anne 
Brennan, they set up the 
studio in 1985 with the aim 
of surrounding themselves 
with like-minded people 
and creating a visible group  

of artisans. They say it was 
prompted by the "political" 
nature of making jewellery as 
an artistic statement, rather 
than an object valued for its 
gold and diamonds, and the 
lack of gallery support for 
jewellery and small objects at 
the time. 

"What attracted me to 
jewellery was the combination 
of it being a skilled-based 
career, a creative career and 
a problem-solving career but 
still having the potential to 
make comment — and that's 
what we do," Sue says. 

Over three decades, 
Catherine and Sue have 
forged their own career paths 
becoming highly regarded 
artists while also helping to 
shape the next generation. 

They say the community 
they sought to build all 
those years ago continues 
to sustain them. 
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You find out who 

you are and what's 
unique to you and 
use that as a base 

to work from. 

99 
The studio bears the name 

of the Norwood street it 
originated in, although it's 
changed address four times, 
including stints on Payneham 
Rd and at the Jam Factory in 
Morphett St. 

For the past 10 years, it has 
been in Sydney Pl, in the city, 
and Catherine and Sue have  

been joined by a new partner, 
glass artist Jess Dare. 

Jess has been charged with 
making the studio more visible 
to the public from redesigning 
the website to opening up a 
gallery space. 

"There used to be bars on 
the window and a big heavy 
door," Jess says. 

"The first day I came in, one 
of the artists greeted me with 
a hug and I felt so at home 
but getting through that door 
initially was intimidating." 

Catherine says the studio 
helps artists refine their 
message, and while there 
is a lot of discussion and 
encouragement, the focus is 
"never about money". 

"You find out who you are 
and what's unique to you and 
use that as a base to work 
from," she says. 

"We love making things 
and we love thinking about 

it. A lot of our practice here is 
research based." 

To celebrate the 30-year 
milestone, Sue, Jess and 
Catherine are showing new 
work in an exhibition entitled 
Theatre of Detail. 

Catherine will highlight 
her interest in science, in 
particular her residency in the 
microscopy suite at Flinders 
Medical Centre. 

She says the hand skills 
and focus on the body have 
strong connections with 
jewellery making. 

Jess, who generally works 
with glass, has recently 
returned from a residency in 
Thailand where she learnt to 
make floral garlands. 

"The connection with 
nature and memory took me 
over there ...but I like to make 
things that last and floral 
garlands take lots of work 
but then they die so I've been  

translating the techniques 
into more traditional jewellery 
practices," she says. 

The result is a heavy metal 
garland, quite a contrast to 
Sue's light-reflecting models, 
made with colourful plastics, 
and reminiscent of old-school 
molecule diagrams. 

Sue Lorraine: "For this 
exhibition I was interested 
in displays and ways of 
describing things, in particular 
models ...I've made a series 
of models which describe 
aspects of light." 

Gray Street has also 
launched Calendar Girls, a 
year-long project documenting 
the work of 12 alumni and 
tenants which can be followed 
on social media. 
Theatre of Detail, March 
5-29,10 Sydney PI, Adelaide. 
Opening times vary. 
graystreetworkshop.com  
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